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ruation. It is a rare thing now to find in the public schools a living teacher. The 
old race of pedagogues, who came directly into contact with the minds of children, 
and fashioned not only the mental powers, but also the characters of their pupils, 
is dying out. In the city of New York, for example, the supply of teachers by the 
regulations of the public school commissioners is practically limited to the young 
and inexperienced girls who swarm out of the Normal College. These " girl grad- 
uates " have been brought up in the New York public schools, and are acquainted 
with no methods save those which have prevailed in these schools during their 
attendance. "They go into the schools with the idea that they have a right to the 
empty places, and their crude and machine-like work, modeled solely on what they 
have seen, serves only to intensify the constantly accumulating evil tendencies of 
our schools." And if an experienced and wise teacher comes from some town out- 
side the city, his every movement is cramped and fettered by some one of the petty 
regulations of the Board of Education. 

Under the regulations of our School Commissioners, the reputation of the 
teacher depends entirely upon the number of good marks which the scholars attain 
upon examination. The physical well-being of the class, the moral character and 
strength of intellect which the teacher has inculcated, count for nothing. The 
teacher who has succeeded in embedding on the tongue- tips of his pupils a certain 
set of cnt-and-dried facts and figures, is the teacher who is considered most suc- 
cessful. There is no free play in teaching. There is no opportunity given to a 
teacher to study the capabilities or characters of pupils. A certain number of 
facts, dates and cut-and-dried information must be crammed into the heads of the 
pupils, or the teacher loses his place. 

This is all wrong. There must be less centralization and more individuality 
in the pedagogic system. The present system of examinations must be entirely 
done away with. There must be a change, and a radical change. There must be 
an increase in the personality of the teacher, and a decrease in the red-tapeism of 
the Board of Education. 

Briscoe E. Man. 

vn. 

FLEXIBLE MAJORITIES ONCE MORE. 

IN Col. Norton's comments, in the May Review, on my article in the April 
Review, some points are well taken, but others seem more like the genial assur- 
ances of an optimist than the cold conclusions of a statistician. The theory that in 
great crises the people recognize the importance of the issues at stake, and vote 
overwhelmingly for the right, is not borne out by the figures. The most mo- 
mentous question that we have ever decided by a popular election came up in 
1864, when the re-nomination of President Lincoln put to the test the determination 
to continue the war to a successful issue. Yet Mr. Lincoln was re-elected by a 
majority of only ten per cent, in the popular vote ; a change of one ballot in 
twenty would have given his opponent a majority, and would probably have 
established the Confederacy. On his first election Mr. Lincoln had only a plu- 
rality. If patriotic Democrats had been as willing to vote for liberty and the 
preservation of the Union in 1860 as they were to fight for it in 1861, the Seces- 
sionists would perhaps not have felt encouraged to carry their great conspiracy 
into execution. In speaking of " make-weight parties," I did not refer to the 
Mugwumps, for they are not a party ; but in this connection it may be as well to 
examine the oft-repeated assertion that the Free-soilers of 1844-48 and the Re- 
publicans of 1854-56 were the Mugwumps of their day. If the Free-soilers in 
1844 had declared that James K. Polk was better than his party, was in fact an 
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anti-slavery man, and had voted for him, reviling Henry Clay professedly because 
he favored slavery, but in reality because he was a protectionist, then the Free- 
soilers would have been the Mugwumps of their day. And if, after President 
Polk had secured Texas as slave territory, and thrown away half of Oregon 
because it would have increased our free territory, they had still declared him a 
reasonably good anti-slavery man, and demanded his re-election, they would • 
have been the very perfection of Mugwumps. But instead of this they simply 
nominated and voted for James G. Birney, an abolitionist who had proved his 
sincerity by manumitting his slaves. A similar explanation would also show that 
the Republicans of 1854r-56 do not deserve to be stigmatized as the Mugwumps of 
their day. What might be done if voters were properly enlightened may be in- 
ferred from the working of the jury system. It is only now and then that a jury 
fails to find a unanimous verdict, and in case of disagreement it is seldom six to 
six or seven to five. This is simply because the jurymen hear all the evidence 
and arguments on both sides, and vote honestly. But the great popular jury of 
ten million voters will not do this, and so is permanently divided into nearly 
equal sections. 

Rossiteb, Johnson. 

VIII. 

POLITICAL MARIONETTES. 

In a very forcible and thoughtful article in the April number of The Review, 
Mr. Rossiter Johnson says : "If, with all our colleges, all our common schools, all 
our newspapers, all our periodicals, all our pulpits, all the free discussion that is 
carried on throughout the land, never more than a trifle over half of the voters 
can find out what is the wise and honest course to be pursued, then of what use 
are all these educational institutions and processes f And elsewhere in his article 
he remarks : " In this day of newspapers we ought to be able to look to journal- 
ism for the * * enlightenment of ballot-casters. " 

Mr. Johnson falls into the error which influences so many other good men, 
namely, the belief or presumption that our political teachers are capable of im- 
parting correct instruction and delivering unbiassed judgment. Nothing is further 
from the truth. Newspapers, common schools, colleges, and pulpits, are all mar- 
ionettes, obeying the motions of some unseen wire-puller. 

Did you ever see a marionette performance ? If you have seen a good, first- 
class one, you must have been struck with the almost human intelligence which 
the actors displayed. Reason told you that they were only wooden figures, 
dressed up, and obeying the manipulations of unseen persons operating from abov» 
the " flies." Marionettes are not indigenous to this country, so it is permissible 
for us to flatter ourselves that the intelligence which they display is not represent- 
ative of American ability. 

If you have Dot seen a marionette performance, then, for your benefit, let me 
say that marionettes are wooden figures, to whose arms and legs strings are 
attached, and each marionette moves — indeed lives, moves, and has its being — in 
the manipulations of the human being at the other end of the strings. The simu- 
lated life thus imparted to these insensate blocks of wood is wonderfully realistic, 
and the performance of the marioDette is often capable of giving greater pleasure 
than would follow a similar performance by the manipulator behind the scenes. 

There are such things as political bosses, and nowadays it is one of the prin- 
cipal duties of a political boss to sit in the headquarters of his party and pu'l the 
strings which political influence has previously attached to the arms and legs of 
teachers, editors, and orators. In the marionette performance the words of the 
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